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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for enhancing the performance of a work vehicle
may generally include storing a reference transmission torque
and a reference transmission speed for a transmission of the
work vehicle. At least one of the reference transmission
torque or the reference transmission speed may be deter-
mined based at least in part on drivetrain life data associated
with at least one drivetrain component of the work vehicle. In
addition, the method may include determining a current trans-
mission speed for the transmission, determining a transmis-
sion output torque limit for the transmission based on the
current transmission speed, the reference transmission torque
and the reference transmission speed and controlling an
engine of the work vehicle such that a transmission output
torque of the transmission does not exceed the transmission
output torque limit while the transmission is being operated at
the current transmission speed.
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! - 206

DETERMINE A TRANSMISSION QUTPUT
TORQUE LIMIT BASED ON THE CURRENT
TRANSMISSION SPEED AND THE REFERENCE
TRANSMISSION SPEED AND TORQUE VALUES

1 208
CONTROL AN ENGINE OF THE WORK VEHICLE
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ENHANCING
THE PERFORMANCE OF A WORK VEHICLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present subject matter relates generally to work
vehicles and, more particularly, to a system and method for
enhancing the performance of a work vehicle by providing
transmission output torque limits that protect drivetrain com-
ponents of the vehicle (e.g., drive axle assembly components)
from damage while improving the overall “feel” or user expe-
rience for the operator.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Current work vehicles, such as tractors and other agricul-
tural vehicles, include an electronically controlled engine and
a transmission, such as a power shift transmission (PST) or a
continuously variable transmission (CVT) coupled to the
engine. The transmission is, in turn, coupled to at least one
drive axle assembly for transferring torque from the transmis-
sion to the vehicle’s wheels. As is generally understood, each
drive axle assembly may include one or more bearings and/or
gears to assist in transmitting torque between the transmis-
sion and the drive wheels.

By including an electronically controlled engine within a
work vehicle, the torque available from the engine may be
controlled accurately. As a result, manufacturers have
attempted to protect certain components of the work vehicle
by defining specific torque limits for the engine, which in
turn, provides corresponding output torque limits for the
transmission. Currently, such engine/transmission torque
limits have been implemented by defining a fixed torque limit
for each gear of the transmission.

For example, FIG. 1 illustrates a chart providing example
operating curves and torque limits for a plurality of different
transmission gears (for ease of illustration, the example data
is only provided for the first, second, third, fifth and seventh
transmission gears). As shown, for each gear, a maximum
operating curve is defined that corresponds to the maximum
transmission output torque and speed combinations that may
be achieved for each gear based on the operating limits of the
engine (e.g., at the maximum speed and torque limits for the
engine). Specifically, the first gear is associated with a first
maximum operating curve 302, the second gear is associated
with a second maximum operating curve 304, the third gear is
associated with a third maximum operating curve 306, the
fifth gear is associated with a fifth maximum operating curve
308 and the seventh gear is associated with a seventh maxi-
mum operating curve 310. In addition, a fixed engine torque
limit is defined for each gear, which, in turn, provides fixed
transmission output torque limits for the various gears. For
example, as shown in FIG. 1, a first transmission torque limit
312 is defined for the first gear, a second transmission torque
limit 314 is defined for the second gear, a third transmission
torque limit 316 is defined for the third gear, a fifth transmis-
sion torque limit 318 is defined for the fifth gear and a seventh
transmission torque limit 320 is defined for the seventh gear.
Of course, maximum operating curves and corresponding
fixed torque limits may also be defined for any of the other
gears of the transmission.

By using such fixed torque limits, an operator may, in
certain instances, be provided with a vehicle performance that
is less than desirable. For example, when the engine lugs and
loses speed as a result of increased vehicle loading, the trans-
mission output speed is also reduced. However, due to the
fixed torque limits, the transmission output torque is capped
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at the corresponding torque limit as the output speed is
reduced. This results in an undesirable performance “feel” for
the operator and often leads to the operator having to down-
shift to allow for an increase in engine/transmission torque. In
addition to the impact on the overall performance of the work
vehicle, the individual torque limits also increase the com-
plexity of developing suitable vehicle control systems. For
example, each work vehicle may require a plurality of differ-
ent torque limits (e.g., one for each gear). Moreover, such
torque limits may vary significantly across different vehicle
configurations based on the specific capabilities of the com-
ponents included within each vehicle and the loading require-
ments for each vehicle.

Accordingly, a system and method that simplifies the man-
ner in which the transmission output torque is limited and that
also improves the overall performance “feel” for the operator
would be welcomed in the technology.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Aspects and advantages of the invention will be set forth in
part in the following description, or may be obvious from the
description, or may be learned through practice of the inven-
tion.

In one aspect, the preset subject matter is directed to a
method for enhancing the performance of a work vehicle. The
method may generally include storing a reference transmis-
sion torque and a reference transmission speed for a trans-
mission of the work vehicle. At least one of the reference
transmission torque or the reference transmission speed may
be determined based at least in part on drivetrain life data
associated with at least one drivetrain component of the work
vehicle. In addition, the method may include determining a
current transmission speed for the transmission, determining
a transmission output torque limit for the transmission based
on the current transmission speed, the reference transmission
torque and the reference transmission speed and controlling
an engine of the work vehicle such that a transmission output
torque of the transmission does not exceed the transmission
output torque limit while the transmission is being operated at
the current transmission speed.

In another aspect, the present subject matter is directed to a
system for enhancing the performance of a work vehicle. The
system may generally include an engine, a transmission
coupled to the engine, at least one drive axle assembly
coupled to the transmission and a controller communicatively
coupled to the engine and the transmission. The controller
may be configured to store a reference transmission torque
and a reference transmission speed for the transmission. At
least one of the reference transmission torque or the reference
transmission speed may be determined based at least in part
on drivetrain life data associated with at least one drivetrain
component of the work vehicle. In addition, the controller
may be configured to determine a current transmission speed
for the transmission, determine a transmission output torque
limit for the transmission based on the current transmission
speed, the reference transmission torque and the reference
transmission speed and control an engine of the work vehicle
such that a transmission output torque of the transmission
does not exceed the transmission output torque limit while the
transmission is being operated at the current transmission
speed.

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following description and appended claims. The
accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and con-
stitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodiments of



US 9,283,965 B2

3

the invention and, together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A full and enabling disclosure of the present invention,
including the best mode thereof, directed to one of ordinary
skill in the art, is set forth in the specification, which makes
reference to the appended figures, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a chart providing example torque/speed
operating curves for a plurality of transmission gears, particu-
larly illustrating the chart including conventional, fixed
torque limits for the transmission gears;

FIG. 2 illustrates a side view of one embodiment of a work
vehicle in accordance with aspects of the present subject
matter;

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic view of one embodiment of a
system for enhancing the performance of a work vehicle in
accordance with aspects of the present subject matter;

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram of one embodiment of a
method for enhancing the performance of a work vehicle in
accordance with aspects of the present subject matter;

FIG. 5 illustrates another view of the chart shown in FIG. 1,
particularly illustrating an example torque limit curve pro-
vided on the chart for defining limits for the transmission
output torque as the transmission output speed is varied;

FIG. 6 illustrates a further view of the chart shown in FIG.
1, particularly illustrating another example torque limit curve
provided on the chart for defining limits for the transmission
output torque as the transmission output speed is varied; and

FIG. 7 illustrates yet another view of the chart shown in
FIG. 1, particularly illustrating a further example torque limit
curve provided on the chart for defining limits for the trans-
mission output torque as the transmission output speed is
varied.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference now will be made in detail to embodiments of
the invention, one or more examples of which are illustrated
in the drawings. Each example is provided by way of expla-
nation of the invention, not limitation of'the invention. In fact,
it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the scope or spirit of the
invention. For instance, features illustrated or described as
part of one embodiment can be used with another embodi-
ment to yield a still further embodiment. Thus, it is intended
that the present invention covers such modifications and
variations as come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.

In general, the present subject matter is directed a system
and method for enhancing the operating performance of a
work vehicle. Specifically, in several embodiments, the dis-
closed system and method provide for the calculation of a
transmission output torque limit based on both the current
transmission output speed (which is also the axle input speed)
and reference torque/speed values using an exponential for-
mula that permits the output torque to be increased as the
output speed is reduced (as opposed to the flat torque curves
provided by conventional, fixed torque limits). As a result, if
the engine lugs and loses speed (thereby causing the trans-
mission output speed to decrease), the transmission output
torque may be allowed to increase. Such an increase in torque
may provide a better performance “feel” to the operator and
may also reduce the need to downshift in order to provide
increased power.
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Additionally, in several embodiments, the reference speed/
torque values used to calculate the transmission output torque
limit may be determined based at least in part on drivetrain
life data associated with one or more drivetrain components
of the work vehicle (e.g., one or more transmission compo-
nents, such as one or more clutches, and/or one or more drive
axle assembly components, such as one or more bearings
and/or gears). For example, the reference speed and/or torque
values may be calculated using a Stress-Number (S-N) curve
orany other suitable mathematical relationship that correlates
component life (e.g., as a function of operating hours) to the
operational parameters of the drive axle component(s) (e.g.,
the rotational speed and/or loading on the component(s)). As
such, in addition to providing for enhanced performance
“feel,” the torque limits determined utilizing the disclosed
methodology may account for the loading capabilities and
expected component lives of the drivetrain components,
thereby preventing unexpected damage to such component(s)
due to excessive output torques.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a side view of one embodiment of
a work vehicle 10 is illustrated in accordance with aspects of
the present subject matter. As shown, the work vehicle 10 is
configured as an agricultural tractor. However, in other
embodiments, the work vehicle 10 may be configured as any
other suitable work vehicle known in the art, such as various
other agricultural vehicles, earth-moving vehicles, loaders
and/or various other off-road vehicles.

As shown in FIG. 2, the work vehicle 10 includes a pair of
front wheels 12, a pair or rear wheels 14 and an articulated
chassis 16 coupled to and supported by the wheels 12, 14. An
operator’s cab 18 may be supported by a portion of the chassis
16 and may house various input devices, such as a control
lever 20 and/or a foot pedal 21, for permitting an operator to
control the operation of the work vehicle 10. Additionally, the
work vehicle 10 may include an engine 22 and a transmission
24 mounted on the chassis 16. The transmission 24 may be
operably coupled to the engine 22 and may provide variably
adjusted gear ratios for transferring engine power to the
wheels 14 via one or more drive axle assemblies 26. The
transmission 24 and drive axle assembly(ies) 26 may collec-
tively define a drivetrain 28 of the work vehicle 10.

It should be appreciated that the configuration of the work
vehicle 10 described above and shown in FIG. 2 is provided
only to place the present subject matter in an exemplary field
of'use. Thus, it should be appreciated that the present subject
matter may be readily adaptable to any manner of work
vehicle configuration 10. For example, in an alternative
embodiment, the work vehicle 10 may include a fixed frame
chassis as opposed to an articulated chassis. Additionally,
although not shown, the work vehicle 10 may also be config-
ured to be operably coupled to any suitable type of work
implement, such as a trailer, spray boom, manure tank, feed
grinder, plow and/or the like.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a schematic diagram of one
embodiment of a system 100 for enhancing the performance
of'a work vehicle 10 is illustrated in accordance with aspects
of the present subject matter. As shown, the system 100 may
include various components of the work vehicle 10, such as
the engine 22, the transmission 24 and the drive axle assembly
26. As is generally understood, the drive axle assembly 26
may include a differential 102 coupled to an output shaft 104
of the transmission 24 and one or more axle shafts 106
coupled to the differential 102 for transferring power to the
drive wheels of the vehicle 10 (e.g., the rear wheels 14). In
addition, the drive axle assembly 26 may include various
other components, such as one or more gears 110 and/or one
or more bearings 112 for assisting in transmitting power from
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the transmission 24 to the drive wheels. It should be appreci-
ated that, although a single drive axle assembly 26 is shown,
the work vehicle 10 may include any other number of drive
axle assemblies 26, such as two drive axle assemblies 26.

As shown in FIG. 3, the system 100 may include a control-
ler 114 configured to control the operation of one or more
components of the work vehicle 10, such as the engine 22 and
the transmission 24. For example, the controller 114 may be
communicatively coupled to an engine governor 116 in order
to control and/or monitor the speed and/or torque of the
engine 24. Similarly, the controller 114 may be coupled to
various components of the transmission 24 (e.g., one or more
clutch valves, swash plate actuators and/or the like) in order to
control the operation of the transmission 24.

It should be appreciated the controller 114 may generally
comprise any suitable processor-based device known in the
art. Thus, in several embodiments, the controller 114 may
include one or more processor(s) and associated memory
device(s) configured to perform a variety of computer-imple-
mented functions. As used herein, the term “processor” refers
not only to integrated circuits referred to in the art as being
included in a computer, but also refers to a controller, a
microcontroller, a microcomputer, a programmable logic
controller (PL.C), an application specific integrated circuit,
and other programmable circuits. Additionally, the memory
device(s) of the controller 114 may generally comprise
memory element(s) including, but are not limited to, com-
puter readable medium (e.g., random access memory
(RAM)), computer readable non-volatile medium (e.g., a
flash memory), a floppy disk, a compact disc-read only
memory (CD-ROM), a magneto-optical disk (MOD), a digi-
tal versatile disc (DVD) and/or other suitable memory ele-
ments. Such memory device(s) may generally be configured
to store suitable computer-readable instructions that, when
implemented by the processor(s), configure the controller
114 to perform various computer-implemented functions,
such as the method 200 described below with reference to
FIG. 4. In addition, the controller 114 may also include vari-
ous other suitable components, such as a communications
circuit or module, one or more input/output channels, a data/
control bus and/or the like.

The system 100 may also include one or more sensors for
monitoring various operating parameters of the work vehicle
10. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the controller 114 may
be communicatively coupled to various sensors, such as a
torque sensor 118 and/or a speed sensor 120, mounted on
and/or within the engine 22 for monitoring the engine torque
and/or the engine speed. In one embodiment, the sensor(s)
118, 120 may comprise an internal sensor of the engine gov-
ernor 116. In another embodiment, the sensor(s) 118, 120
may comprise a separate sensor(s) configured to monitor the
torque loads and/or the speed of the engine 22.

Moreover, the system 100 may also include one or more
sensors 122 (e.g., shaft encoders, shaft sensors and/or any
other suitable speed sensors) configured to monitor the rota-
tional speeds of the various shafts of the transmission 24. For
example, as shown in FIG. 3, the transmission 24 may include
a speed sensor 122 mounted to and/or within the transmission
input shaft 124 and/or the transmission output shaft 104 to
measure the input and/or output speeds of the transmission
24. The speed sensors 122 may, in turn, be communicatively
coupled to the controller 114 to permit the speed measure-
ments to be transmitted to the controller 114 for subsequent
processing and/or analysis.

In addition, the system 100 may include various other
sensors configured to monitor any other suitable operating
parameters of the work vehicle 10. For example, in one
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embodiment, a sensor(s) 126 may be associated with the drive
axle assembly 26 for monitoring one or more operating
parameters of the assembly 26, such as a torque load trans-
mitted through the assembly 26 or a rotational speed of one or
more components of the assembly 26.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a flow diagram of one embodi-
ment of a method 200 for enhancing the performance of a
work vehicle 10 is illustrated in accordance with aspects of
the present subject matter. In general, the method 200 will be
described with reference to the work vehicle 10 and system
100 described above with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. How-
ever, it should be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the
art that the disclosed method 200 may generally be utilized to
enhance the performance of any work vehicle have any suit-
able configuration and being controlled by any suitable con-
trol system. In addition, although FIG. 4 depicts steps per-
formed in a particular order for purposes of illustration and
discussion, the methods discussed herein are not limited to
any particular order or arrangement. One skilled in the art,
using the disclosures provided herein, will appreciate that
various steps of the methods disclosed herein can be omitted,
rearranged, combined, and/or adapted in various ways with-
out deviating from the scope of the present disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 4, as (202), the method 200 includes
storing a reference transmission torque and a reference trans-
mission speed for the work vehicle 10. Specifically, in several
embodiments, a reference transmission output torque value
and a reference transmission output speed value may be
stored within the memory device(s) of the controller 114. As
will be described below, such reference parameters may be
utilized by the controller 114 for determining a suitable
torque limit(s) for controlling the operation of the engine 22.
It should be appreciated that, as used herein, the controller
114 may be “storing” the reference torque and speed param-
eters at any time that such parameters are contained within the
controller’s memory. Thus, the terms “store,” “stored” and
“storing” need not be limited to the initial act of recording or
saving one or both of the reference parameters within the
controller’s memory.

In several embodiments, the reference torque value and/or
the reference speed value may be determined based at least in
part on drivetrain life data associated with one or more driv-
etrain components of the work vehicle 10. For example, in a
particular embodiment, the reference torque and/or speed
value may be determined as a function of an anticipated or
desired component life of one or more of the components of
the drive axle assembly 26, such as one or more of the bear-
ings 112 and/or gears 110 of the assembly 26. Such compo-
nents typically exhibit a component life that is a function of
the loading applied through the component(s) (e.g., accord-
ing to an associated Stress-Number (S-N) curve or relation-
ship). For example, the anticipated life for a bearing 112 may
be expressed by the following equation (Equation (1)):

®

CY 16,667
(5]

P n

wherein, L. corresponds to the component life for the bear-
ing 112 as a function of hours, C corresponds to the loading
capability for the bearing 112 (or base dynamic load rating),
P correspond to the actual loading on the bearing 112 (or
equivalent dynamic bearing load), x corresponds to a bearing
life exponent (e.g., typically 3 for ball bearings and 3.33 for
roller bearings) and n corresponds to the speed at which the
bearing 112 is rotated in RPMs.



US 9,283,965 B2

7

Using the above equation, reference transmission output
speed and torque values may be selected and/or calculated in
a manner that provides for a desired component life for the
bearing(s) 112 of the drive axle assembly 26. For example, in
one embodiment, it may be desirable for the bearing(s) 112 to
have a given component life at a selected reference transmis-
sion output speed. In such an embodiment, the selected ref-
erence speed may be converted into a rotational speed (n) for
the bearing(s) 112 and input into Equation (1) along with the
desired component life (in hours) and the known loading
capability for the bearing(s) 112. The equation may then be
solved to determine the actual loading (P) needed to achieved
the desired component life while rotating the bearing(s) 1112
at the selected rotational speed. A simple loading analysis
based on the bearing configuration may then be performed to
determine the transmission output torque (i.e., the reference
torque value) that must be applied to provide the calculated
loading (P).

It should be appreciated that, as an alternative to selecting
a desired component life and a reference speed value, a simi-
lar analysis may also be performed to determine a reference
transmission output speed value based on a selected transmis-
sion output torque value (i.e., a reference torque value) and a
desired component life. Specifically, the selected reference
torque value may be utilized to determine the corresponding
loads (P) applied through the bearing(s) 112 via a suitable
loading analysis. Such loads, together with the desired com-
ponent life, may then be input into Equation (1) to determine
the corresponding reference speed value.

It should also be appreciated that similar equations and/or
loading analyses may also be utilized to determine reference
torque and/or speed values based on the drivetrain life data
associated with any other suitable drivetrain components of
the work vehicle 10. For example, the gears 110 of the drive
axle assembly 26 may experience similar fatigue conditions
to those of the bearings 112 (i.e., repeated application of
compressive loads) and may similarly exhibit a component
life that is a function of loading and operational speed. Thus,
a similar analysis may be used to determine a given combi-
nation of reference speed and torque values necessary to
achieve a specific component life for the drive axle gear(s)
110. In another embodiment, the reference torque and/or
speed values may be determined based on the drivetrain life
data associated with any suitable components of the transmis-
sion 24, such as the transmission clutches.

By analyzing the available drivetrain life data for each
component within the vehicle’s drivetrain, the component
serving as the limiting component for the system 100 may be
identified. For instance, each component may be analyzed
using the same reference speed value and component life
(e.g., a specific number of hours) as inputs in order to deter-
mine the corresponding reference torque values. The driv-
etrain component having the lowest reference torque value
may then be identified as the limiting component for the
system 100. In several embodiments, the reference speed and
torque values associated with the limiting component may be
stored within the controller’s memory and subsequently uti-
lized by the controller 114 to determine the corresponding
torque limit(s) for controlling the operation of the engine 22.

Additionally, it should be appreciated that, in several
embodiments, the reference speed and torque values may be
predetermined and subsequently stored within the control-
ler’s memory. For instance, suitable analyses may be per-
formed for a plurality of work vehicles 10 having different
vehicle configurations based on the drivetrain life data and
loading capabilities associated with each vehicle’s drivetrain
components to determine unique reference speed and torque
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values for each vehicle configuration. The reference speed
and torque values for each vehicle configuration may then be
stored within each controller 114 installed onto a work
vehicle 10 having such configuration. Alternatively, the con-
troller 114 may be configured to automatically determine the
reference torque value and/or the reference speed value based
on suitable inputs provided to the controller 114. For
example, in one embodiment, suitable equations and/or other
mathematical functions may be stored within the controller’s
memory that allow the controller 114 to determine a reference
torque value (or a reference speed value) using a selected
component life and a selected reference speed value (or a
selected reference torque value) as inputs.

Referring still to FIG. 4, at (204), the method 200 includes
determining a current transmission speed for the work vehicle
10. Specifically, as indicated above, the controller 114 may be
coupled to one or more speed sensors 120, 122 configured to
directly or indirectly monitor the current transmission input
and output speeds. Thus, by receiving suitable measurement
signals from the speed sensor(s) 120, 122, the controller 114
may be configured to determine both the current input speed
(i.e., the engine speed) and the current output speed for the
transmission 24.

At (206), the method 200 includes determining a transmis-
sion output torque limit based on the current transmission
speed and the reference transmission speed and torque values
stored within the controller’s memory. In general, it should be
appreciated that the transmission output torque limit may be
determined based on the current transmission speed and the
reference speed/torque values using any suitable mathemati-
cal relationship (e.g., an exponential formula) that allows the
torque limit to be increased as the transmission output speed
is reduced. As such, when the engine 22 is loaded and loses
speed (thereby causing a reduction in the transmission output
speed), the engine torque (and, thus, the transmission output
torque) may be allowed to increase without requiring the
transmission 24 to be downshifted. This allowable increase in
torque generally provides for an improved performance
“feel” to the operator as the engine 22 is allowed to react to
increased vehicle loads with increased power. In contrast,
conventional, fixed torque limits result in flat spots on the
torque curve that can make the engine 22 feel “gutless” or
weak.

In several embodiments, the transmission output torque
limit may be determined by using the following equation
(Equation (2):

@

N
Thim = Tref # ( 5 re ]
actual

wherein, T,,, corresponds to the transmission output
torque limit, T, corresponds to the reference transmission
torque stored within the controller’s memory, S, . corre-
sponds to the reference transmission speed stored within the
controller’s memory, S,,_,,,; corresponds to the current trans-
mission speed and m corresponds to a torque limit exponent.

Using the above equation, a torque limit curve may be
developed that allows for increased transmission output
torques as the transmission output speed is reduced in order to
provide the desired performance “feel” for the operator.
Moreover, since the transmission output torque limit is cal-
culated based on the reference torque and speed values, it can
be ensured that the calculated torque limit does not allow for
the transmission output torque to be increased to a level that
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would degrade or otherwise reduce the anticipated or desired
component lives for the various drivetrain components.

For example, FIG. 5 illustrates an example torque limit
curve 400 calculated using Equation (2) in accordance with
aspects of the present subject matter. The torque limit curve
400 was determined using a torque limit exponent (m) of 0.3
and is illustrated together with the conventional, fixed torque
limits of FIG. 1 for comparison purposes. As shown, unlike
the fixed torque limits 312, 314, 316, 318, 320, the torque
limit curve 400 generally allows for an increase in torque as
the transmission output speed is reduced, particularly at the
lowest gears. For example, when operating in the first, second
or third gear, the transmission output torque may be steadily
increased as the transmission output speed is reduced along
the speed ranges associated with each gear. Moreover, as
shown in FIG. 5, the torque limit curve crosses over each fixed
torque limit 312, 314, 316 for the first, second and third gears
as the transmission output speed is reduced, thereby allowing
for heightened output torques for such gears. Additionally,
using the calculated torque curve 400, it may be determined
that the specific torque limits are unnecessary for one or more
of the transmission gears. For instance, as shown in FIG. 5,
the torque limit curve 400 extends above the maximum oper-
ating curves 308, 310 for the fifth and seventh gears. Thus,
such gears may be operated along their maximum operating
curves 308, 310 without reference to the torque limit curve
400.

FIG. 6 illustrates another example of a torque limit curve
500 calculated using Equation (2) in accordance with aspects
of'the present subject matter. In this example, the torque limit
curve 500 was determined using a torque limit exponent (m)
01'0.6. By adjusting the torque limit exponent, the slope of the
curve 500 may be varied, particularly along the speed ranges
associated with the lower gears. For instance, as shown in
FIG. 6, the illustrated curve 500 may allow for the transmis-
sion output torque to be increased even further than that
shown in FIG. 5 for the first, second and third gears as the
transmission output speed is reduced.

FIG. 7 illustrates yet another example of a torque limit
curve 600 calculated using Equation (2) in accordance with
aspects of the present subject matter. In this example, the
torque limit curve 600 was determined using a torque limit
exponent (m) of 1.0 for output speeds above a given speed
threshold (indicated at point 602) and a torque limit exponent
(m) of 0.3 for output speeds below the speed threshold 602.
By varying the torque limit exponent across differing speed
ranges, the slope of the curve 600 may be tailored to enhance
the performance of the vehicle 10 in relation to its operation
within the gear(s) associated with such speed range(s).

It should be appreciated that, when calculating the trans-
mission output torque limit for the current transmission out-
put speed, the torque limit exponent (m) may generally cor-
respond to any suitable value. For example, in several
embodiments, a suitable torque limit exponent may corre-
spond to a value ranging from about 0.3 to about 1.0, such as
avalue ranging from about 0.3 to about 0.6 or from about 0.33
to about 1.0 and any other subranges therebetween. Addition-
ally, in several embodiments, the torque limit exponent may
be selected based on a life exponent associated with the
drivetrain life data for one or more of the drivetrain compo-
nents. For example, when the reference speed and torque
values relate to the component life of a bearing 112 of the
drive axle assembly 26, the torque limit exponent selected for
calculating the transmission output torque limit may corre-
spond to the inverse of the bearing life exponent used to
determine the reference speed and/or torque values (i.e.,
exponent x from Equation (1)), such as by selecting a torque
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limit exponent of ¥4 or 0.33 for ball bearings (e.g. due to the
bearing life exponent of 3) or by selecting a torque limit
exponent of 1/3.33 or 0.3 for roller bearings (e.g. due to the
bearing life exponent of 3.33)

It should also be appreciated that, when varying the torque
limit exponent across differing speed ranges, the speed
threshold 602 selected may generally correspond to any suit-
able output speed. In addition, although FIG. 7 illustrates an
example using two different torque limit exponents over two
different speed ranges, any number of exponents may be used
to vary the corresponding torque limit curve across any cor-
responding number of different speed ranges.

Referring back to FIG. 4, at (208), the method 200 includes
controlling the engine 22 of the work vehicle such that the
transmission output torque does not exceed the calculated
transmission output torque limit for the corresponding trans-
mission output speed. Specifically, by determining the trans-
mission output torque limit for the work vehicle 10 at the
current transmission output speed, the controller 214 may be
configured to limit the engine torque to ensure that the trans-
mission output torque does not exceed the calculated torque
limit. For example, using the current gear ratio of the trans-
mission 24, the controller 114 may be configured to calculate
an engine torque limit corresponding to the transmission
torque limit. The controller 114 may then control the opera-
tion of the engine (e.g., via the engine governor 116) so that
the engine torque does not exceed the calculated engine
torque limit, thereby maintaining the transmission output
torque at or below the corresponding transmission torque
limit.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they include
structural elements that do not difter from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for enhancing the performance of a work
vehicle, the method comprising:

storing a reference transmission torque and a reference

transmission speed for a transmission of the work
vehicle, at least one of the reference transmission torque
or the reference transmission speed being determined
based at least in part on drivetrain life data associated
with at least one drivetrain component of the work
vehicle;

determining a current transmission speed for the transmis-

sion;

determining a transmission output torque limit for the

transmission based on the current transmission speed,
the reference transmission torque and the reference
transmission speed; and

controlling an engine of the work vehicle such that a trans-

mission output torque of the transmission does not
exceed the transmission output torque limit while the
transmission is being operated at the current transmis-
sion speed.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the drivetrain life data
corresponds to a desired component life for the at least one
drivetrain component, wherein the reference transmission
torque corresponds to a transmission output torque for



US 9,283,965 B2

11

achieving the desired component life for the at least one
drivetrain component at the reference transmission speed.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the reference and cur-
rent transmission speeds correspond to transmission output
speeds.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the trans-
mission output torque limit comprises determining the trans-
mission output torque limit based on the reference transmis-
sion torque, the reference transmission speed and the current
transmission speed using a mathematical relationship that
results in the transmission output torque limit increasing as
the current transmission speed is reduced.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein determining the trans-
mission output torque limit comprises determining the trans-
mission output torque limit based on the reference transmis-
sion torque, the reference transmission speed and the current
transmission speed using the following equation:

Srer Y
Tiim = Trer *( 5 re ]
actual

wherein, T,, corresponds to the transmission output
torque limit, T, -corresponds to the reference transmis-
sion torque, S, _.corresponds to the reference transmis-
sion speed, S,,_,,..; corresponds to the current transmis-
sion speed and m corresponds to a torque limit exponent.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the torque limit expo-
nent is selected based on a life exponent for the at least one
drivetrain component.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the torque limit expo-
nent ranges from about 0.3 to about 1.0.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
an engine torque limit for the engine based on the transmis-
sion output torque limit and a current gear ratio of the trans-
mission.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein controlling the engine
comprises controlling engine torque of the engine based on
the engine torque limit such that the transmission output
torque does not exceed the transmission output torque limit
while the transmission is being operated at the current trans-
mission speed.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one driv-
etrain component comprises a gear or a bearing ofa drive axle
assembly of the work vehicle.

11. A system for enhancing the performance of a work
vehicle, the system comprising:

an engine;

a transmission coupled to the engine;

at least one drive axle assembly coupled to the transmis-

sion; and

acontroller communicatively coupled to the engine and the

transmission, the controller being configured to:

store a reference transmission torque and a reference
transmission speed for the transmission, at least one
of the reference transmission torque or the reference
transmission speed being determined based at least in
part on drivetrain life data associated with at least one
drivetrain component of the work vehicle;
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determine a current transmission speed for the transmis-
sion;

determine a transmission output torque limit for the
transmission based on the current transmission speed,
the reference transmission torque and the reference
transmission speed; and

control an engine of the work vehicle such that a trans-
mission output torque of the transmission does not
exceed the transmission output torque limit while the
transmission is being operated at the current transmis-
sion speed.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the drivetrain life data
corresponds to a desired component life for the at least one
drivetrain component, wherein the reference transmission
torque corresponds to a transmission output torque for
achieving the desired component life for the at least one
drivetrain component at the reference transmission speed.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the reference and
current transmission speeds correspond to transmission out-
put speeds.

14. The system of claim 11, wherein the controller is con-
figured to determine the transmission output torque limit
based on the reference transmission torque, the reference
transmission speed and the current transmission speed using
a mathematical relationship that results in the transmission
output torque limit increasing as the current transmission
speed is reduced.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the controller is con-
figured to determine the transmission output torque limit
based on the reference transmission torque, the reference
transmission speed and the current transmission speed using
the following equation:

Seer Y"
S
=S\ Sactual

wherein, T, corresponds to the transmission output
torque limit, T, -corresponds to the reference transmis-
sion torque, S, -corresponds to the reference transmis-
sion speed, S, ., corresponds to the current transmis-
sion speed and m corresponds to a torque limit exponent.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the torque limit expo-
nent is selected based on a life exponent for the at least one
drivetrain component.

17. The system of claim 15, wherein the torque limit expo-
nent ranges from about 0.3 to about 1.0.

18. The system of claim 11, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to determine an engine torque limit for the
engine based on the transmission output torque limit and a
current gear ratio of the transmission.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the controller is con-
figured to control the engine based on the engine torque limit
such that the transmission output torque does not exceed the
transmission output torque limit while the transmission is
being operated at the current transmission speed.

20. The system of claim 11, wherein the at least one driv-
etrain component comprises a gear or a bearing of the drive
axle assembly.



